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CEQA & Authorities 

 Public Resources Code § 21000 et. 

seq. requires an agency to 

consider the potential 

environmental impacts of a 

“project” and reduce, avoid or 

mitigate the impacts prior to 

approval 

 Health & Safety Code § 40961 

requires the SMAQMD to represent 

the citizens of Sacramento in 

influencing decisions of agencies 

whose actions may adversely 

impact air quality 



 Identify projects that may impact AQ and 

Climate Change 

 Attainment 

 Reduce VMT, emissions & exposure 

 Improve health 

 Encourage AQ friendly development 

 Inform decision makers 

Assessment 



 Coordination & consultation 

 County/City General Plans 

 CEQA Guidelines – Appendix G 

 SMAQMD Principles & CEQA Guide  

 Screening tables 

 Thresholds 

 Near roadways 

 Mitigation plans 

What Guides the Process 



 Estimate pollutants (NOX, ROG, GHG, PM) 

 Determine if project emissions significant 

 Screening methods & thresholds 

 Near roadway exposure 

 Rules 

 Mitigation plans document reductions 

 Alternative modes 

 TMA 

 Infrastructure 

 Building & site design 

 Energy efficiency 

 

 

Significance & Mitigation 





 Consultation results in projects being 

designed better and reducing emissions 

that impact AQ and Climate Change 

 Opportunities for walking, biking, transit 

 Energy efficiency 

 Location and project design important 

 SMAQMD technical assistance valuable to 

lead agency and proponents 

 Informed decision makers 

Meaningful Results 



Project Examples 

 SMUD ECOC 

 Township 9 

 Curtis Park Village 

 Sunrise Mall 

 Capital Village 

 



Modeling Tools 

 CAPCOA developed 

CalEEMod for analyzing land 

development project emissions 

 

 SMAQMD provides the RCEM 

for  linear projects, construction 

 

 Risk screening tables in 

Roadway Protocol 



{ { Contact Info 

 

Karen Huss 

SMAQMD 

916-874-4881 

khuss@airquality.org  

Websites 

 

CalEEMod 
www.caleemod.com 
 

SMAQMD Tools 
www.airquality.org/ceqa 
 

AEP – CEQA 
http://califaep.org/  

For more information… 
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